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(57)Abstract 

T °^ B i S0L Y^ : T ° h ° ld * e white balance of an stained 
image while adjusting a light quantity to the minimum quantity for 
btaimng a proper image by adjusting the white balance of a video 
signalfrom an image pickup means according to the magnitude of light 
5nM^ C M n ^' ° f 1 light Source bv a *** control 
t?H^ wS : mm ^ e ^ Vel ? f 3 Video signal is hi 8" a "<* « reference 
voftage VR is smaller than the integral value VY of luminance signals Y 
and I posrave a light control part 15 decreases an applied voltage on a 
light source 7 and controls the light so that the light quantity of the 
hght source 7 becomes small. The gain setting part 19 of a white 

S m nnfi!r a lR S ^fl g Part 13 J 6tS the resDectiv « ^ins of variable gain 
amplifiers 16-18 in accordance with a potential difference VY-VR 
outputted from the light control part 15. For example, when the gain of 
tiie variable gain amplifier 17 is fixed and the applied voltage on the 
light source is low. the gain of the variable gain amplifier 18 is set so 
as to increase it and the gain of the variable gain amplifier 16 is set so 
as to decrease it and the light quantity is compensated by raising the 
c I r temp, concerning the video signal by the decreased amount of 
the color temp, of the illumination light 
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